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Briefing Note — Premier’s Awards  
 
Topic 
Humber College has the opportunity to provide its nominees for the Premier’s 
Awards. This program gives us the opportunity to highlight the outstanding 
achievements of our students in which their education through Humber College 
was instrumental.  
 
Background 
Administered by Colleges Ontario, the Premier’s Awards were launched in 1992 
to honour Ontario college graduates that have made significant social and 
economic contributions. Graduates are honoured yearly from the following six 
categories: Business, Community Services, Creative Arts and Design, Health 
Sciences, Recent Graduate and Technology. 
 
Status 
We are currently in the selection process of nominees for the Premier's Awards 
2017. The application forms for nominees must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on 
November 15, 2017. All forms must be completed in a Microsoft Word document 
or directly within the fillable PDF form and uploaded to the College's Ontario FTP 
site. All entries must include the following:  
• Completed Entry Form (no scanned copies). 
• Completed Nominee Profile (750-word maximum). 
• Completed Profile Summary (100-word maximum). 
• Signed Nomination Release and Authorization and Consent for Publication 

Form. 
• A studio quality photograph of the nominee in .JPG format. (Specific 

guidelines are outlined on the Premier's Awards website.) 
 

Only fully completed nominations will be presented to the selection committee. 
 
Key Considerations 
Each of the six categories of the Premier’s Awards has specific criteria for 
nominees. The following details what is expected in each category:  
 
Business. The nominees in the Business category are expected to be devoted 
entrepreneurs and innovators. Nominees should be leaders who are strategic 
and creative.  They may come from the private or public sectors, in areas such 
as accounting, finance, human resources, marketing, real estate, and sales. 
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Previous winners have held executive positions in companies such as a global 
courier and a leading financial processing service provider. 
 
Community Services. Nominees in the Community Services category have 
studied in areas such as counselling, child and youth services, education, 
firefighter training, police foundations, and social services. Their careers are 
devoted to providing services and support to people from many walks of life, 
including individuals with disabilities, addiction or mental health issues, 
newcomers to Canada, refugees, low-income families, aboriginals, members of 
the LGBTQ community, and many others. Winners in this category have included 
passionate authors, community activists and social advocates. 
 
Creative Arts and Design. Nominees in the category of Creative Arts and 
Design should be imaginative and dedicated to their work. The field includes 
such areas as broadcasting, fashion design, filmmaking, photography, interior 
design, as well as many culinary arts, fine arts and commercial graphic art 
programs. Past winners have included an internationally acclaimed TV director, 
top chefs, leading playwrights, and an Academy Award-winning animator. 
 
Health Sciences. Nominees combine their expert skills in fields including 
professionals in nursing, nutrition and food services, dental services, and 
personal support worker programs with a strong desire to help others. They may 
include those directly involved with patients to those who support, manufacture 
and produce medical and health-related products and innovations. Past winners 
have included a hospital CEO, a world-recognized paramedic, a dental hygienist 
who helps children in developing countries, and a decorated military medical 
officer. 
 
Recent Graduate.  A wild-card category, the Recent Graduate is a diverse group 
of entrepreneurs and leaders who have used their skills and training to jump-start 
their careers. Past winners have included a senior writer and editor at CBC 
Toronto, a general manager at a winery, and a president of a million-dollar travel 
bag startup company. 
 
Technology. Nominees in this category will have used innovations in technology 
and/or information and communications systems to create positive change in 
human lives. Past winners have included an award-winning railcar design expert, 
an inventor of high-altitude wind turbines, and the principal of a construction firm 
who also hosts a TV show. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Business candidate: Neil Parmenter, Public Relations, 1994. 
As the president and CEO of the Canadian Bankers Association, Parmenter is 
responsible for communicating the perspectives of the industry to all levels of 
government, regulators, stakeholders, media, and the public.  He has been 
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instrumental in the successful development of Canadian public policy on financial 
services, greatly benefitting Canadians and the Canadian economy. His previous 
roles include VP, corporate communications and SVP, corporate and public 
affairs and chief communications officer at TD. 
 
Community Services candidate: Theresa Fraser, Child Care Worker, 1983. 
Fraser is currently a professor of child and youth care (CYC) curriculum and a 
faculty development consultant in the Ontario college sector. As the owner and 
lead therapist for Changing Steps Counselling, Professor, Trauma and Loss 
Clinical Specialist and Certified Play Therapist/ Supervisor, Fraser has become a 
national advocate and leader for CYC practice. The recipient of numerous 
awards in her field, she has most recently received an award for excellence in 
treatment foster care and the Monica Herbert Award by the Canadian 
Association for Child and Play Therapy to honour her continuous contributions to 
the field of play therapy and mental health in Canada. 
 
Creative Arts and Design candidate: Gord Gillies, Radio Broadcasting, 1983. 
Gillies has enjoyed a 35-year tenure in the field of broadcasting. During his 
tenure, he has moved from small-town radio broadcaster to covering Calgary's 
1988 Winter Olympic Games, to major news anchor and currently, to beloved 
radio host. His achievements range from a Prairie Region Lifetime Achievement 
Award from Radio Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) Canada for 
contributions to broadcasting and community to his award-winning coverage of 
the 2013 Alberta floods and the 2015 Alberta provincial election. 
 
Health Sciences candidate: Jo-Ann Elizabeth Leavey, Nursing, 1983. 
Jo-Ann Elizabeth Leavey is a registered Doctor of Psychology, Nurse Practitioner 
and the Principal of Leavey Consulting Inc. and Leavey Clinic. She has recently 
received the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award and Sovereign medal. 
She has travelled to more than 13 countries promoting improvements in public 
and environmental health, health care for disadvantaged people, and conditions 
for youth and others living with mental health problems. She outlines her 
recovery model, ELAR (Emergence, Loss, Adaptation and Recovery), a guide 
through which a person, group, and/or community can move through a process 
of healing, in her book Living Recovery: Youth Speak Out on “Owning” Mental 
Illness. 
 
Recent Graduate candidate: Justine McNeil, Child and Youth Worker, 2014. 
McNeil has used her own experiences to communicate and connect with those 
living with depression and anxiety. As a motivational speaker, she advocates for 
mental health and works to break down stigma by providing inspirational 
messaging of strength and resiliency to audiences of all ages. Her 
accomplishments have included speaking to various interest groups to create 
awareness of social and global causes, including over 20,000 people at WE Day, 
and raising $10,000 towards a new classroom in Kenya for Free the Children. 
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Technology candidate: Andrew Bowerbank, Industrial Design, 1989. 
Andrew Bowerbank has become a significant figure in the Canadian energy and 
building infrastructure sectors. As the global director of sustainable building 
services at Ellis Don Corporation, he has established a reputation as an authority 
on emerging clean technologies, high-performance building design and low-
carbon economics. In his previous role as the CEO and executive director of the 
World Green Building Council, Bowerbank and council successfully grew 
membership from eight founding nations to over 60 member countries.   
	


